27th March, 2019

Japan India Friendship Medical Center Trust
Annual Activity Report 2018

List of Activities in the Fiscal Year of 2018
I.

Wheat Planting in Bodhgaya, Bihar

II. Clothing Donation
III. Food and Hygiene Kits Distribution
IV. Kerala Flood Emergency Relief (Chengannur)
V. Bore well Construction Project
VI. Office Building Construction

Overview
To this day, Japan India Friendship Medical Center Trust (JIFMCT) has carried out a range of
medical assistance and social development programs in the poorest Indian state of Bihar.
Especially, Bodhgaya has been JIFMCT’s activity hub as its parent organization AMDA runs
AMDA Peace Clinic (APC) in the historical city. Over the last decade, APC has gained trust by
providing health-related services to the people in the vicinity.
Much like previous years, most of 2018 JIFMCT projects were conducted around Bodhgaya, except
for the emergency relief for the victims of floods that struck the greater areas of Kerala and
Karnataka in August 2018.

◆JIFMCT Activities in 2018
I. Wheat Planting
Date: February, 2017 to April, 2018
Place: Mathiyani Village in Bodhgaya
Partner(s): Local farmer
Activity:
At a plot of land owned by JIFMCT, a local farmer cultivated wheat.

II. Clothing Donation
Date: June, July, November, 2018
Place: Various Places in Bodhgaya
Partner(s):
Tenrikyo

Relief

Mission

of

Okayama

(TRMO);

Association of Medical Doctors of Asia (AMDA);
Jeanamitabh Welfare Trust, Bodhgaya; Ecoles de la Terre
Welfare Society; Vedha Mother Teresa Welfare Trust,

Activity:
In June, July and November 2018, JIFMCT organized a clothes distribution campaign in two
villages, namely, Mastipur and Danpur, both located in the suburb of Bodhgaya. The campaign
enabled the villagers and local schools to receive summer and winter clothes. Especially in Danpur,

all 125 residents (25 households) benefitted from the donation.
The campaign was initially prompted by Tenrikyo Relief Mission of Okayama (TRMO) seeking to
donate used clothes from Japan. This eventually led TRMO to ask AMDA for assistance. As a
result, it grew into a full-scale project in which the two organizations commissioned JIFMCT and
Jeanamitabh Trust to undertake the actual groundwork. Jeanamitabh Trust deserves much credit
for sharing its expertise in launching this project. Had it not been for their years of experience in
running free boarding schools in the region, the donation campaign could not have been successful.

III. Food and Hygiene Kits Distribution
Date: June 17, 2018
Place: Danpur, Mathiyani Village in Bodhgaya
Partner: AMDA
Activity: In June 2018, JIFMCT provided a set of aid containing rice, cocking oil, a bag of salt and two
kinds of soap to all 25 households in Danpur. The villagers have been forced to live in extreme poverty
because of their unstable income. (They mainly make a living from farming and daily labor jobs.) The
village is located very close to a land owned by JIFMCT.

IV. Kerala Flood Emergency Relief (Chengannur, Kerala)

Date: August 25 to September 10, 2018
Place: Chengannur, Alappuzha (Kerala)
Local Partner(s): AMDA, AMDA India
Chengannur Rotary Club, Seva Bharathi
Activity: In August 2018, JIFMCT took part in AMDA’s
emergency relief in response to the floods that struck
the greater areas of Kerala and Karnataka. The joint relief team provided cooking utensils to 198
households in the city of Chengannur while distributing school bags and notebooks to 50 students
in the locality. The team also offered medical consultation to 512 people in the five towns. From
JIFMCT, Trustee Dr. Meenakshi Joshi joined the relief work.
*AMDA also conducted relief work in Madikeri, Karnataka.

A coordinator from Seva Bharathi Medical Wing (AMDA’s local partner) said, “Most of the people
in the entire Kerala region witnessed an unprecedented level of rainfalls and floods. It has been
the worst natural calamity in a century. About one-sixth of the population was directly hit and the
rest were affected in many ways.”
“Chengannur and its surrounding areas were totally devastated by the floods. Thousands of people
were evacuated and a huge number of victims were sheltered in camps. In the aftermath of the
floods, cholera, dengue fever, diarrhea, rat-fever and other infectious diseases could break out.
Understanding the magnitude of the disaster, the government invoked aid organizations’
assistance. We feel truly grateful for all the support you have provided,” he said.

V. Bore Well Construction Project
Date: January to February, 2019
Place: Danpur, Mathiyani Village
Partner(s): AMDA, Ecoles de la Terre Welfare Society, Vedha Mother Teresa Welfare Trust,
Activity Introduction:
In early 2019, JIFMCT, AMDA and its local partners launched a bore well construction project in
Danpur where the villagers were troubled by a malfunctioning well that did not supply ample water
in summer. As the old well had been too shallow to give enough water pressure, the residents needed
a deeper well to draw water for both home and agricultural purposes. The joint project was initiated
after a local assessment and a meeting with the villagers were held.

Building Process (See below for captions):

Top: 1) Ground breaking ceremony, 2) Digging the ground , 3) Water gushing out
Middle: 1) Base for a well hut, 2) Hut-wall construction, 3) Using the well water for farming before completion
Bottom: 1) Plastering in its final stage, 2) The end product, 3) Women doing the laundry

“Now all of us in our village are using the bore
well on a daily basis. Currently, we are sowing
wheat and watering the field by attaching a
plastic hose to it. After this, we will be planting
rice. We are also planning to provide water to
the people in nearby villages if requested. From
now on, we will ask anyone who wants to use the
well for farming to pay a fee so that the money can be used for its maintenance. This system makes it
all the more sustainable. Apart from agricultural uses, the water is used for drinking, laundry, bathing,
daily wash, and livestock watering. We really feel thankful for all you have done to us.”
(A comment from the village leader)

V. Office Building Construction
Date: February 2019 Place: Mathiyani Village in Bodhgaya
Partner(s): AMDA
Activity: While having its main office in Bangalore, JIFMCT is currently setting up an office in the
outskirt of Bodhgaya. The construction started in February 2019 and is expected to complete by the
end of April. This project has also created jobs for local villagers.

Top: 1) Measuring the land, 2) Pawling, 3) Setting a wall base
Middle: 1)-2) Wall construction, 3) Building a roof
Bottom: Roof making in progress

(End.)

